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Dear Name

University of <Insert name> is invited to join the OERu international innovation partnership

Thank you for your interest in the OERu and as requested I provide additional information.  The Open 
Education Resource universitas (OERu) is a charitable organisation which provides free learning 
opportunities for university and college level online courses providing significant opportunities for 
widening access to more affordable education worldwide. Partnership with OERu will provide 
significant opportunities for the University of <insert name> with opportunities to implement a 
stackable micro-credential model with pathways to achieve exit qualifications.

At OERu, we envision a world where all learners have affordable access to higher education, 
regardless of their geographical or financial limitations. To achieve this, we’re working with a growing 
network of international partners to create a sustainable, scalable open access innovation partnership
Today, we’d like to introduce ourselves to the University of <insert name>, because we believe you 
share our vision and will be able to bring value to our network.

This letter will provide an overview of our international innovation partnership, why this is relevant to 
your institution, what is expected from our partners, and how you can get started. The membership 
cost to partner with the OERu is negligible, but the benefits are substantial in terms social good and 
prospects for improved revenue.

We anticipate that this letter will lead to further questions, and we’d be happy to schedule a follow-up 
conversation. In the meantime, please visit the   OERu website   to learn more about our mission, 
partners, and history of success.

What is OERu?
The Open Educational Resource universitas (OERu) is a philanthropic network focused on making 
higher education available to everyone, using cloud-based open source technologies and open online
courses built from Open Educational Resources (OER). For learners interested in earning globally 
recognised credentials, partner institutes offer affordable assessment services.

In 2011, the founding OERu anchor partners began planning the implementation of the OERu 
network. The shared goal was to design and devise an adjunct parallel learning universe, where 
affordable education could be more accessible to learners, especially those who have been 
traditionally excluded from the current tertiary education system.

Today, the OERu network consists of recognised universities, polytechnics, community colleges, and 
educational agencies from five continents, all working together to improve access to affordable 
education through social inclusion.

https://oeru.org/organisation-faqs/


What is the value of OER?
The Hewlett Foundation defines Open Educational Resources (OER) as, "Teaching, learning, and 
research resources that reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual 
property license that permits their free use and re-purposing by others. Open educational resources 
include full courses, course materials, modules, textbooks, streaming videos, tests, software, and any
other tools, materials, or techniques used to support access to knowledge."

“I see OER becoming a more important part of the conversation around openness in general 
– open data, open access, open government. OER will become more and more mainstream; 
open licensing of content will become the default, and organisations and people will need to 
justify their decision to adopt non-open content.” ~TJ Bliss, Program Officer in the Education 
program at the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

Benefits of partnership with OERu
Partnership with OERu provides numerous benefits to our partner organisations, including:

 Active participation in an international network of like-minded institutions working on an 
internationally recognised OER initiative

 Social good – improving access to affordable education, especially for those without access to
the formal higher education sector

 Gaining access to shared operational expertise in the collaborative use of cloud-based open 
source technologies

 Access to previously-unreachable revenue streams by providing pathways to learning and 
credentialing services to learners

 Gaining a low-risk, low-cost, high-impact project that demonstrates your commitment to 
innovation through effective use of open education materials

 Substantial savings by using OER to create course materials

Course completion through OERu may be an ideal solution for learners interested – but unable to gain
access to – your institution, due to financial, practical, or physical reasons. Where previously this 
market segment might be left to find a solution on their own, your enrolment team could direct them to 
the OERu platform, allowing your institution to benefit financially, while providing a valuable service to 
learners outside of your target audience.

OERu partners have collaboratively developed a suite of open online courses for a 1st-year level 
business and general studies programme, which will result in recognised exit credentials with 
improved pathways into tertiary study. Developed as OER, the University of <insert name> would be
able to use any of these open online courses without incurring any course development costs.

Membership categories
Through membership in the OER Foundation, active partners at Gold, or Platinum level can become 
participants in OERu. A 3-year, gold membership has been the most popular option, triggering a 20% 
multi-year discount and resulting in a net commitment of $4,000 per annum. Membership fees can be 
paid annually.

Gold members designate an individual or group to work one day per week (i.e. a designated 0.2 full-
time-equivalent OER staff member) on institutional OER projects. 

Our four platinum members are contributing towards a shared open source technologist position for 
the mutual benefit of the OERu network.

In Appendix A, you will find a list of current OERu partners.



Requirements and expectations
OERu is designed to operate within existing institutional policy; partners are not expected to 
implement open practices for all courses, and retain decision-making autonomy over all aspects of 
the assessment and credit transfer model. 

However, active participation is expected from OERu partners, including:
 Participation in our transparent decision-making process to actively shape the future of OERu
 Assembling a minimum of two courses using current OERs – this can be existing courses 

repurposed for OERu or the creation of new courses. However, I should note that the recent 
meeting of the OERu Council of Chief Executive Officers is keen to encourage and welcome 
contributions other than the assembly of courses.

 Provision of assessment services for your own course contributions on a cost-recovery or 
revenue-generation model where you choose the price point.

To ensure a healthy, developing curriculum for learners, OERu partners assemble two courses from 
existing OERs. At the current levels of membership, OERu partners will have open access to a 
minimum of 70 high-quality courses of mutual benefit to the entire OERu network. As the network 
grows, we – as a collective – may collaboratively decide to reduce the number of course contributions,
or utilise surplus revenue generated from membership fees to commission the development of 
additional OER courses.

Next steps
To learn more about the OERu, including how it was formed, where it’s going, and who is actively 
participating, here are a few links for your consideration:

 OERu – Open new doors to higher education   (Video - https://oer.nz/1e)

 OERu FAQ  

 OERu.org/History  

 OERu.org/Publications  

 OERu.org/CaseStudies  

We have a wealth of materials for you to review, but we have found the best way to communicate the 
value for your institution is to schedule a conversation to answer your questions. We are confident that
you will quickly see the value and potential for the University of <insert name>, and we’re looking 
forward to discussing this with you.

http://oeru.org/CaseStudies
http://oeru.org/Publications
http://oeru.org/History
http://oeru.org/organisation-faqs/
https://oer.nz/1e
https://oer.nz/1e


Please contact us at your convenience if you have questions or comments you’d like addressed.

You can confirm your decision to join the OERu or request additional information from Wayne 
Mackintosh at the following email address: wayne@oerfoundation.org . 

With kind regards

Robin Day (PhD)
Chair of the Board of Directors

Wayne Mackintosh (PhD)
Director, OER Foundation
UNESCO  & ICDE Chair in OER

Alan Davis (PhD)
Chair of the OERu Council of Chief Executive Officers
President and Vice-Chancellor
Kwantlen Polytechnic University

mailto:wayne@oerfoundation.org


Appendix A
OERu International Partners (Oct 2018)

The OERu is an international innovation partnership of universities,
polytechnics, community colleges and non-teaching agencies who are
widening access to more affordable education opportunities for all
students worldwide using open education approaches. The OERu is also
an official project of the UNESCO-COL OER chair network. The OERu
philanthropic network draws its strength from our international diversity with partner institutions from five 
global regions.

Africa
National Open University of Nigeria (Nigeria)
North-West University (South Africa) 

Europe
The Open University (United Kingdom)
University of South Wales (United Kingdom)
University of the Highlands and Islands (United Kingdom)

Middle East
Hamdan Bin Mohammed Smart University (United Arab Emirates)

North America 
Athabasca University (Canada)

BCcampus (Non teaching partner – Canada)

Chang School of Continuing Education, Ryerson University (Canada)

Contact North | Contact Nord (Non teaching partner – Canada)

Humber Institute of Technology and Advanced Learning (Canada)
Kwantlen Polytechnic University (Canada)
Pennsylvania State University (USA)
Saylor Academy (USA)
Thompson Rivers University (Canada)
Thomas Edison State   University   (USA)

 Oceania
Ako Aotearoa (Non teaching partner – New Zealand)
Charles Sturt University (Australia)
Curtin University (Australia)
NorthTec   (  New Zealand)

OER Foundation (Non teaching partner - New Zealand)
Otago Polytechnic      (New Zealand)
University of Southern Queensland (Australia)
University of the South Pacific (Regional University - 12 Pacific Island States)
University of Tasmania (Australia) 

International sponsors
Commonwealth of Learning
UNESCO-COL OER Chair network. 

http://www.utas.edu.au/
http://www.usp.ac.fj/
http://wikieducator.org/USQ
http://wikieducator.org/Otago_Polytechnic
http://www.oerfoundation.org/
http://www.northland.ac.nz/
http://www.curtin.edu.au/
http://www.csu.edu.au/
http://akoaotearoa.ac.nz/
http://www.tesc.edu/
http://www.tesc.edu/
http://www.tru.ca/distance/
https://www.saylor.org/
http://www.psu.edu/
http://www.kwantlen.ca/home.html
http://humber.ca/
http://www.contactnorth.ca/
https://ce-online.ryerson.ca/ce/default.aspx
http://www.bccampus.ca/
http://wikieducator.org/Athabasca_University
http://www.hbmsu.ac.ae/
http://www.uhi.ac.uk/en
http://www.southwales.ac.uk/
http://www.open.ac.uk/
http://www.nwu.ac.za/
http://nouedu.net/
http://oeruniversitas.org/

	What is OERu?
	What is the value of OER?
	Benefits of partnership with OERu
	Membership categories
	Requirements and expectations
	Next steps

