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ABSTRACT
Learning Links Foundation (LLF), a Delhi
based not-for-profit organisation tries to
provide a bridge between leading corporate
houses and rural community technology
centers. Since its inception in 2002, the
foundation has successfully linked over 500
community technology centers with various
corporate houses. The key strength of the
Foundation lies in bringing international
experience to solving local issues across
geographical boundaries.
The Foundation sees the community
technology as a national movement that
sprung up around the country based on
need and has now coalesced into a unified
movement. The Foundation’s Community
Development Initiatives cover a broad
spectrum of activities across communitieschildren and professionals, through models
that address critical issues affecting quality
of life and the future of adolescents, children
and adults. The focus is on developing an
environment that will address the need
continuum across - educational, social, life
skills, recreational and workplace readiness
for children, adults and communities. The
community development initiatives are
propagated through a community based
environment outside the formal school
setting and include learner curriculum and
structured training for community centre
staff.

Since 2004, the Foundation has been
implementing programs for development of
technology skills in children from the heart of
rural India, extending learning opportunities
beyond the classroom. The focus is on
developing interest and helping the learners
make
connections
with
their
own
communities through technology driven
projects. Over the past three years, the
Foundation has trained more than 90,000
learners across 23 States and 4 Union
Territories throughout India in partnerships
models.
The vision of LLF’s programs is to foster
partnerships
between
underserved
communities and students in order to
support holistic care. Over the past year, our
team has been working to implement this for
the several community groups in India and
other parts of Asia. At the same time it has
created opportunities for students from
various disciplines to work and collaborate
amongst each other in order to effectively
advocate for vulnerable populations. This
offers a unique opportunity for students to
engage in learning and community
education, tenets that help showing
innovative pathways to the knowledge
society.
We will share some case study based
innovative ways of community outreach and
development experiences which have been
facilitated by LLF having close corporate
linkages with some leading corporate

houses like Intel, Microsoft, IBM, Dell, etc.
We'll also discuss a variety of community
technology programs, the many different
ways they are funded and the creative ways
they reach out to the community.
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The success of the AKSHAYA Project is
being attributed for its ability to involve the
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help of
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problems, but also provided a chance for
participants to get employed with IBM and
its partners.

SCIMA Digital Enhancement Project
As the gap between rich and poor continues
to grow, the ability to benefit from the
opportunities delivered through computers
and the Internet can help a generation of
young people move out of poverty. With this
objective the Learning Links Foundation
SCIMA Digital Enhancement Project was
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the
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other
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for

development’ models, provide the blueprints
for possible replication and/or scaling up,
allowing for the potential that technology
holds for human development to be realized.
The children were asked to role play as
members of the Community Development
Task Force and develop on the computer
ways of improving their community. Very
enthusiastically, they came out with products
like ‘Master Plan for an Ideal Community,
Poster

to

Manage

Wastes

and

a

Presentation on Prevention of Malaria &
Dengue’.

The government’s IT Task Force has
recommended that the best out of some of
the above like the Akshaya community
technology centres should be replicated
across India. While there are some overarching issues including financing issues
remain unaddressed, the focus is always on
how to scale and replicate such projects by
connecting

such

community

technology

centres to the private sector and different
The Take Home activities encouraged them
to assess the problems prevailing in their

corporate houses.
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