
FULL METAL JACKET:  
POP QUIZ – dothisnow… 

 Explain an IRONY in one of the major characters’ names. 

 What is the definition of a STATIC character? 

 Which major character in FMJ is a static character? 

 What is a PROTAGONIST? 

 Who is FMJ’s major protagonist? 

 What is an ANTAGONIST? 

 Who is FMJ’s major antagonist? 

 Use the word MORALITY in a sentence that describes this film. 

 Explain how FMJ could be seen as an ANTI-war film. 

 “There's a wonderful innocence about him in the beginning, which transforms into a frightening 
hardening of his soul later on.”  
Which character do you think is being described here? 

 
READ THESE: 
The following are various excerpts from reviews for FMJ.  

 “Although they do contrast and complement one another, the first half is very much the stronger half. 
The second feels weaker against it. In and of itself the second half would normally be regarded well, but 
it doesn't have the visceral power that the first does. 

 

  “"Full Metal Jacket" is (for me) an anti-war film that stares straight at the ugliness of war and the 
potential for violence within almost all people, especially those trained, conditioned, even twisted, into 
military roles, without preaching even a single time.” 

 

 “The combination of the demented treatment the recruits receive in boot camp with the combined "hours 
of boredom, seconds of terror" feel of the Vietnam scenes is intense and not for everyone, but feels 
REAL.” 

 

 “Stanley Kubrick's Full Metal Jacket seems like an uncompleted film, but to me that's poetic justice to 
one of America's uncompleted wars. The film is harsh and doesn't turn a blind eye to the atrocities of 
Vietnam. Kubrick is the true master of atmosphere in film. He makes you feel like you are there. Friends 
of mine have commented that they only like the first half of the film and that the second half falls apart. I 
believe Kubrick sets up the first half to be an understandable reflection of the terror that would eventually 
enter the lives of these soldiers during war. It is easy to identify with being picked on because we all 
have in some way. Not all of us, on the other hand, have fought in war.” 

 

 “One of the greatest war movies ever, a statement very few will dispute. I will therefore not illustrate this 
point : thousands have done it before me, often brilliantly.I'd rather lay the stress on Kubrick's modernity 
in "Full Metal Jacket". Indeed the USA being once again at war, it is interesting to compare the way they 
wage war these days with the way they did back in the sixties. And the comparison is edifying. Just 
apply the following statements to Iraq and you will realize NOTHING HAS CHANGED : - the marines are 
trained to become killing machines without being taught minimum knowledge about the people they 
come to defend. - the boys know nothing about the Vietnamese and reason according to American 
standards : for instance "Cow-Boy" complains half-jokingly half-seriously that there are no horses in 
Vietnam. Another example is the soldiers singing the Mickey Mouse Club hymn after fighting, which 
strikes as particularly out of place. - they try in vain to impose democracy through gruesome violence 
and destruction. Such similarities abound and testify to the film's absolute - and unfortunate - modernity.” 

 

 “Unlike many other (Vietnam)war movies, the movie focuses in my opinion on the madness of man 
instead of the madness of war. 
The first half shows how the soldiers are being dehumanized during their military training by Gunnery 
Sergeant Hartman, a legendary and already classic role by R. Lee Ermey. The second half shows the 
madness of man in a war situation. Both of the halves are good and in a way can be seen as a movie 
alone but for some reason the two halves don't really flow into each other, which is my only real 
complaint I have about this fantastic and most certainly unique movie. Then the eternal question of 
which half is the better one? I'm one of the few who actually like the second half more as the first but 
that is just only personal and different for everyone.”  

 
Now… Write your own review 


