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]Jean Piaget (1896-1980)

- Jean Piaget was born in Switzerland in 1896.
By age 11, Jean Piaget had already begun his career as a researcher, writing a short
paper on an albino sparrow. He continued to study the natural sciences and
received his Ph.D. in Zoology from University of Neuchéatel. Piaget later
developed an interest in psychoanalysis, and spent a year working at a boys'
institution created by Alfred Binet.

After receiving his doctoral degree at age 22, Piaget formally began a career that
would have a profound impact on both psychology and education. After working
with Alfred Binet, Piaget developed an interest in the intellectual development of
children. Based upon his observations, he concluded that children were not less
intelligent than adults, they simply think differently. Albert Einstein called Piaget’s
discovery “so simple only a genius could have thought of it.”

Best known for his research on children's cognitive development, Piaget studied
the intellectual development of his own three children. Piaget's theory of cognitive
development described stages that children pass through in the development of
intelligence and formal thought processes. The theory describes four stages; (1)The
sensory motor stage, (2) The pre operational stage. 3)The concrete operational
stage. (4)The formal operational stage.

Jean Piaget provided support for the idea that children think differently than
adults. His research identified several important milestones in the mental
development of children. His work also generated interest in cognitive and
developmental psychology. Piaget's theories are widely accepted and studied
today by students of both psychology and education.

Piaget’s stage theory describes the cognitive development of children. Cognitive
development involves changes in cognitive process and abilities. In Piaget’s view,
early cognitive development involves processes based upon actions and later
progresses into changes in mental operations.

Schemas — A schema describes both the mental and physical actions involved in
understanding and knowing. Schemas are categories of knowledge that help us to
interpret and understand the world. In Piaget’s view, a schema includes both a



category of knowledge and the process of obtaining that knowledge. As
experiences happen, this new information is used to modify, add to, or change
previously existing schemas. For example, a child may have a schema about a type
of animal, such as a dog. If the child’s sole experience has been with small dogs, a
child might believe that all dogs are small, furry, and have four legs. Suppose then
that the child encounters a very large dog. The child will take in this new
information, modifying the previously existing schema to include this new
information.

Assimilation — The process of taking in new information into our previously
existing schema’s is known as assimilation. The process is somewhat subjective,
because we tend to modify experience or information somewhat to fit in with our
preexisting beliefs. In the example above, seeing a dog and labeling it “dog” is an
example of assimilating the animal into the child’s dog schema.

Accommodation — Another part of adaptation involves changing or altering our
existing schemas in light of new information, a process known as accommodation.
Accommodation involves altering existing schemas, or ideas, as a result of new
information or new experiences. New schemas may also be developed during this
process.

Equilibration — Piaget believed that all children try to strike a balance between
assimilation and accommodation, which is achieved through a mechanism Piaget
called equilibration. As children progress through the stages of cognitive
development, it is important to maintain a balance between applying previous
knowledge (assimilation) and changing behavior to account for new knowledge
(accommodation). Equilibration helps explain how children are able to move from
one stage of thought into the next.

Piaget held many chair positions throughout his career and conducted research in
psychology and genetics. He created the International Center for Genetic
Epistemology in 1955 and served as director until his death.

some useful links to learn more about piaget.

www.Questia.com/Jean Piaget

Psychology.LearnHub.com

BookRags.com

about.com.

psychology.com Vishwanatha K V Lecturer Diet Kudige
Courtacy:about.com




Information communication technology

Today a bit of information is very powerful and valueable.So it is managed by
skilled persons. Now it influeances education and help the teacher . The process of
teaching and learning is attractive and creating interests among the children by
using ICT in education.

It devlopes competancy of tachers to taech,and reach the childs level.

According to The present publication, Information and Communication
Technology in

Education: A Curriculum for Schools and Programme of Teacher Development,
is the last in a series of thematically complementary publications developed

in 2002 by the Division of Higher Education--

Information and communication technology (ICT) has become, within a
very short time, one of the basic building blocks of modern society. Many
countries now regard understanding ICT and mastering the basic skills and
concepts of ICT as part of the core of education, alongside reading, writing
and numeracy.

One of UNESCQ'’s overriding aims is to ensure that all countries, both
developed and developing, have access to the best educational facilities necessary
to prepare young people to play full roles in modern society and to
contribute to a knowledge nation. Maintaining a capacity to advise national
governments on the use of technology in schools and, in particular, on the
optimal balance, given local circumstances, between ICT and older educational
technologies and assisting countries in developing educational software

and materials that reflect their own national and regional cultures are

key components of the Organization’s strategy to achieve the Education for
All goals.

and should be seen as

UNESCQ’s contribution to assist Member States in successfully integrating
the new technologies such as multimedia, e-learning and distance education
delivery into their educational systems.

The book pursues two key purposes. The first is to specify a curriculum

in ICT for secondary schools that is in line with current international trends.
The second is to propose a programme of professional development for
teachers necessary to implement the specified ICT curriculum successfully.
In addition, it provides a practical and realistic approach to curriculum and
teacher development that can be implemented quickly and cost effectively,



according to available resources.

Acordin to wikipedia web ““ Information and Communications Technology - or
technologies (ICT) is an umbrella term that includes all technologies for the
manipulation and communication of information.”

Although,in the common usage it is often assumed that ICT is synonymous with
IT; ICT in fact encompasses any medium to record information (magnetic
disk/tape, optical disks (CD/DVD), flash memory etc. and arguably also paper
records); technology for broadcasting information - radio, television; and
technology for communicating through voice and sound or images - microphone,
camera, loudspeaker, telephone to cellular phones. It includes the wide variety of
computing hardware (PCs, servers, mainframes, networked storage), the rapidly
developing personal hardware market comprising mobile phones, personal devices,
MP3 players, and much more; the full gamut of application software from the
smallest home-developed spreadsheet to the largest enterprise packages and online
software services; and the hardware and software needed to operate networks for
transmission of information, again ranging from a home network to the largest
global private networks operated by major commercial enterprises and, of course,
the Internet. Thus, "ICT" makes more explicit that technologies such as
broadcasting and wireless mobile telecommunications are included.

INTERNET.

The Internet The Internet has opened up many opportunities, from finding out
information, conducting communications globally, generally just having fun
through on line chats or instant messaging. One often wonders: How did people
manage before the time of the Internet? How much harder was it for people to
communicate and find out information they need, quickly and easily? A PC
connected to the Internet has indeed made it a facile act for many peoples. This
kind of ICT (amongst others) is now seen as a core subject that is taught in some
primary and secondary schools. The major advantage to this development is ICT
has become a transferable subject. Computers or interactive whiteboards are now
used across most school subjects as well as innovative schools using more
technology like PDA's, Mobile (cell) phones and some games consoles. As
communications scholars Gasher and Lorimer articulated "We depend on
technology for our communications with others-whether they are just a house or
two away or halfway around the world. In the second half of the twentieth century



it became almost impossible to live without a television in our homes, much less
without a telephone, and now we can hardly live without personal computers
through which we gain Internet access and send and receive e-mail. The realty of
new communications technology is that anyone is able to get in touch with anyone
else, anywhere, at any time, for very little money-at least in the developed world."
(Gasher and Lorimer, Communications Technology and Society: Theory and
Practice) Work related aspects As well as benefiting school students to gather
information for assignments, PC based ICT is often used in other jobs such as in
the police, within libraries, in offices or even shops. This has opened up many
more opportunities for those that struggle to find time to leave their house to go to
work, so they can now just work from home.
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