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You are, A crime has been commtted and you are the prime suspect
Read the article to create a believable alibu.

Massive power failure hits Brazil

From Wikinews, the free news source you can write!
http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Massive power failure hits Brazil

Wednesday, November 11, 2009

A massive power blackout in southern

Brazil left tens of millions of people without
power, with residents in major cities like Rio
de Janeiro and S&o Paulo affected. Police
called in extra officers and asked people to
stay off the street when the Itaipu
hydroelectric plant failed at 10:15 pm local
time Tuesday (0015 GMT Wednesday) and
plunged the affected areas into darkness.

The electric plant supplies the regions of
Sao Paulo, Minas Gerais, Mato Grosso,
Mato Grosso do Sul, Rio de Janeiro, Goiés,
Rio Grande do Sul, Parand, and Espirito
Santo, as well as 90% of neighbouring
Paraguay, which was almost completely
without power for fifteen minutes. Brazilian
Energy Minister Edson Lobao stated that the
cause of the "complete paralysis" of the

plant was not yet known, but put forward a
theory that lightning may have caused the
high-tension supply lines to short out.

Although this is not the first time that Brazil
has had power outages, with severe loss of
electricity in 2001, 2005 and 2007, radio
station Bandnews estimated that 50 million
people—a quarter of Brazil's population—
were affected, one of the largest outages in
recent history.

A few hours after the power cut, the
hydroelectric plant came back on line and
the affected regions gradually regained
power, allowing the areas in chaos caused
by lack of traffic lights and power to
underground railways to return to normal,
and residents to put out their candles.
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Answer the questions below:

Comprehension Questions:

1. What happened?

2. Where did it take place?

3. Who was affected?

4. How did the police respond?

5. What areas were hit?
6. How many people were affected?
7. How were they affected?

8. What do they think caused the
outage?

9. How long did it last?

10. Were there ever other power
outages in Brazil?

11. If yes, when?
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Where were yow when the lights went out?

Use the correct preposition. Example: | was in the hospital.

__bed _ thestore _ thebeach __ thelivingroom __ the kitchen __ the movies
__traffic __ school ~__ thepool _ myroom _ thegym __ my friend’s house
__thelibrary __ theshower _ themall _ the park _ the phone _ the elevator

When the lights came back on it was discovered that a crime had been committed. The
detectives are interviewing everyone on your block. You need to come up with an alibi.
Write where you were during the power outage, why you were there, who you were with,
what you were doing, and what time you got back home.

What were you doing when the lights went out?

sleeping reading shopping riding my bike watching television  cooking e-mail
playing my guitar goinghome  swimming  doing homework  exercising
listening to music taking a shower making a movie talking on the phone

Fill in the balloons with a sentence using verbs above or your own choice.
Use past continuous in your answer.

/

Example: | was sleeping when the lights went out.
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Answers to the comprehension questions:

What happened?

There was a massive power blackout in southern Brazil.

Where did it take place?

Itaipu is the home of the Itaipu hydroelectric plant which failed and caused the problem.

Who was affected?

The residents of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo, Minas Gerais, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso
do Sul, Rio de Janeiro, Goids, Rio Grande do Sul, Parand, and Espirito Santo, and
Paraguay suffered loss of power.

How did the police respond?
Police called in extra officers and asked people to stay off the street when the Itaipu
hydroelectric plant failed.

What areas were hit?

of Rio de Janeiro and Sdo Paulo, Minas Gerais, Mato Grosso, Mato Grosso do Sul, Rio
de Janeiro, Goias, Rio Grande do Sul, Parand, and Espirito Santo, and Paraguay had a
blackout.

How many people were affected?
50 million people—a quarter of Brazil's population—were affected

How were they affected?
lack of traffic lights and power to underground railways. Loss of electricity in their
homes. They had to use candles.

What do they think caused the outage?
The cause of the "complete paralysis"” of the plant was not yet known, but put forward a
theory that lightning may have caused the high-tension supply lines to short out.

How long did it last?
A few hours after the power cut, the hydroelectric plant came back on line.

Were there ever other power outages in Brazil ?
This is not the first time that Brazil has had power outages, with severe loss of electricity
in 2001, 2005 and 2007.

PREPOSITIONS EXERCISE

inbed atthestore atthe beach inthe livingroom in the kitchen at the movies
in traffic  at school atthe pool inmyroom atthegym atmy friend’s house
at the library in the shower atthe mall atthe park onthe phone in the elevator

PAST CONTINUOUS

sleeping reading shopping riding my bike watching television  cooking e-mail
playing my guitar going home swimming doing homework  exercising
listening to music taking a shower making a movie talking on the phone
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EXTRA CREDIT Answer the questions:

1. Personal Experience What were you doing when the lights
Have you ever experienced a power went out?

outage? Were you affected?

Was it difficult? How did you cope?

How did you cope? What things should a person keep on
Where were you during the power hand to be prepared for a blackout?

outage in Braail?

2. What additional information is contained in this article?

2009 Brazil and Paraguay blackout

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout
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Itaipu Dam, the world's largest hydroelectric plant by energy generation and second-
largest by installed capacity

The 2009 Brazil and Paraguay blackout was a power outa%e that occurred throughout
much of Brazil and for a short time the entirety of Paraguay !, on Tuesday, November
10, 2009, at approximately 22:15 BST. It was the third most widespread electrical
blackout }Ql history.[2lnetincitationgiven] tha plackout affected an estimated 60 million people
in Brazil.

The blackout

Heavy rains and strong winds caused three transformers on a key high-voltage
transmission line to short circuit, cutting the line and automatically causing the complete
loss of 14 GW of power and the shutdown of the Itaipu Dam for the first time in its 25-
year history.™ The power cut, which Brazilian officials said affected 18 of the country's
26 states, brought chaos to cities including S&o Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Belo Horizonte,
Campo Grande and Vitéria.[®

Thousands of passengers were stranded as metro trains came to a halt and buses failed to
cope with the volume of passengers. There were widespread reports of road accidents as
street lighting and traffic lights failed.!? The blackout began about 22:15 on Tuesday and
lasted until about 02:45 on Wednesday in S&o Paulo, although power was restored
gradually in some places from before midnight.[
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President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva arranged an emergency commission to enquire into
the cause of the blackout.2® The blackout also unleashed a political stir as the Minister of
Energy has been summoned to testify before Congress.*!

Affected regions

Paraguay
All of the country's territory
was affected by the blackout. 223!

Brazil
Map showing the locations in Brazil affected by the blackout

[ Entirely affected states [l Partially affected states
Entirely affected stateslciationneeded]

Sao Paulo
Rio de Janeiro
Mato Grosso do Sul

Espirito Santo

Partially affected states

e Rio Grande do Sul e Acre

e Santa Catarina e Bahia

e Parana e Sergipe

e Minas Gerais o Alagoas

e Mato Grosso e Pernambuco

e Goias o Paraiba

e Rondbnia e Rio Grande do Norte
References

1. 2[1],[2], [3], [4] and [5]

2. N"ANALYSIS-Brazil blackout a glitch, but shows investment need"”. Reuters. 2009-02-09.

http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSN11339425. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

3. N 19:55 ET. "Lights flicker on after blackout in Brazil - Americas- msnbc.com”. MSNBC.

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33844757/ns/world_news-americas/. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

4. By BRADLEY BROOKS (AP) — 9 hours ago. "The Associated Press: Bad weather blamed in

blackout for 60M in Brazil". Google.com.

http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALegM5gvY TfvBdDutkp67sdMOKKET00JpQDIBTKV

701. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

. A "Official: Brazil Blackout Caused by Bad Weather - International News | News of the
World | Middle East News | Europe News". FOXNews.com.

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,574246,00.html. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

. N "Dam failure triggers huge blackout in Brazil - CNN.com". Edition.cnn.com.
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/10/brazil.blackout/index.html. Retrieved 2009-11-12.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_Brazil�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luiz_In%C3%A1cio_Lula_da_Silva�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Power_outage�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_note-9�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Congress_of_Brazil�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_note-10�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_note-11�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_note-11�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citation_needed�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/S%C3%A3o_Paulo_%28state%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_de_Janeiro_%28state%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mato_Grosso_do_Sul�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Esp%C3%ADrito_Santo�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Grande_do_Sul�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Santa_Catarina_%28state%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paran%C3%A1_%28state%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minas_Gerais�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mato_Grosso�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Goi%C3%A1s�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rond%C3%B4nia�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acre_%28state%29�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bahia�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sergipe�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alagoas�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pernambuco�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Para%C3%ADba�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_Grande_do_Norte�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-0�
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1938011,00.html?xid=rss-topstories�
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/11/10/brazil-blackout-largest-c_n_353217.html�
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20091111/wl_afp/brazilenergyblackout�
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20091111/ap_on_re_la_am_ca/lt_brazil_blackouts�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33844757/ns/world_news-americas�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-1�
http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSN11339425�
http://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSN11339425�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-2�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33844757/ns/world_news-americas/�
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/33844757/ns/world_news-americas/�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-3�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gvYTfvBdDutkp67sdM0KKETo0JpQD9BTKV701�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gvYTfvBdDutkp67sdM0KKETo0JpQD9BTKV701�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gvYTfvBdDutkp67sdM0KKETo0JpQD9BTKV701�
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gvYTfvBdDutkp67sdM0KKETo0JpQD9BTKV701�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-4�
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,574246,00.html�
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,574246,00.html�
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,574246,00.html�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-5�
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/10/brazil.blackout/index.html�
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/10/brazil.blackout/index.html�

10.

11.

12.

13.

A" Americas - Inquiry ordered after Brazilian blackout". Ft.com.
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/eaef7304-cea9-11de-8812-00144feabdc0.html. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

A "Brazilian President says massive blackout isolated incident English_Xinhua".
News.xinhuanet.com. 2007-05-22. http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-
11/12/content_12437443.htm. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

N "Power restored in Brazil after blackouts - CNN.com". Edition.cnn.com.
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/11/brazil.blackout/index.html. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

N "L ula exige una explicacion por el apagdn que dejo sin luz a millones de personas en
Brasil - ELPAIS.com" (in Spanish). Elpais.com.
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/internacional/Lula/exige/explicacion/apagon/dejo/luz/millones/personas/
Brasil/elpepuint/20091111elpepuint_6/Tes. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

N "Brasil: tormenta politica por el apagon” (in Spanish). lanacion.com.
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/nota.asp?nota_id=1198424. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

N "ABC Digital - Gigantesco apagén en el Brasil deja a oscuras a todo Paraguay” (in
Spanish). Abc.com.py. 2009-07-03. http://www.abc.com.py/abc/nota/45053-Gigantesco-
apag%C3%B3n-en-el-Brasil-deja-a-oscuras-a-todo-Paraguay/. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

N Redaccion VOA 11.11.09 (2009-08-20). "Paraguay sefiala a Brasil por apagén |
América Latina | Spanish™ (in Spanish). .voanews.com. http://www1.voanews.com/spanish/news/latin-
america/Paraguay-senala-Brasil-por-apagon-69785472.html. Retrieved 2009-11-12.

Webliography for this worksheet:

Image Location Attribution Creator
permission Phillip
Clipart | http://www.phillipmartin.info/clipart/homepage.htm granted for non- Martin
profit use
Map http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/ Creative C_Zom- Felipe
- mons Attribu-
of 0e/2009 Brazil blackout.svg/2000px- . . Menega
. - tion ShareAlike
Brazil | 2009 Brazil blackout.svg.png - z/Ass
3.0 License.
Creative
Wikip ) . . . . Commons
edia B};%Il(/;:lt.mmpedla.orq/W|k|/2009 Brazil and Paraguay Attribution-
Article | ——— ShareAlike
License
Creative
Wikin http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Massive power failure hits Commons
ews Brapéil * org B Attribution-
Article | ——— ShareAlike
License
News-
pGaeF;]eefr http://www.fodey.com/generators/newspaper/snippet.asp | free web service | Fodey
ator:
Map . s . D
of http.//up!oad.W|k|med|a.org/W|k|ped|a/commons/d/d9/Ma Public Domain CIA
Brazil pa_Politico_Brazil_1981_CIA.gif



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-6�
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/eaef7304-cea9-11de-8812-00144feabdc0.html�
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/eaef7304-cea9-11de-8812-00144feabdc0.html�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-7�
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-11/12/content_12437443.htm�
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-11/12/content_12437443.htm�
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009-11/12/content_12437443.htm�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-8�
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/11/brazil.blackout/index.html�
http://edition.cnn.com/2009/WORLD/americas/11/11/brazil.blackout/index.html�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-9�
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/internacional/Lula/exige/explicacion/apagon/dejo/luz/millones/personas/Brasil/elpepuint/20091111elpepuint_6/Tes�
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/internacional/Lula/exige/explicacion/apagon/dejo/luz/millones/personas/Brasil/elpepuint/20091111elpepuint_6/Tes�
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/internacional/Lula/exige/explicacion/apagon/dejo/luz/millones/personas/Brasil/elpepuint/20091111elpepuint_6/Tes�
http://www.elpais.com/articulo/internacional/Lula/exige/explicacion/apagon/dejo/luz/millones/personas/Brasil/elpepuint/20091111elpepuint_6/Tes�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-10�
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/nota.asp?nota_id=1198424�
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/nota.asp?nota_id=1198424�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-11�
http://www.abc.com.py/abc/nota/45053-Gigantesco-apag%C3%B3n-en-el-Brasil-deja-a-oscuras-a-todo-Paraguay/�
http://www.abc.com.py/abc/nota/45053-Gigantesco-apag%C3%B3n-en-el-Brasil-deja-a-oscuras-a-todo-Paraguay/�
http://www.abc.com.py/abc/nota/45053-Gigantesco-apag%C3%B3n-en-el-Brasil-deja-a-oscuras-a-todo-Paraguay/�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout#cite_ref-12�
http://www1.voanews.com/spanish/news/latin-america/Paraguay-senala-Brasil-por-apagon-69785472.html�
http://www1.voanews.com/spanish/news/latin-america/Paraguay-senala-Brasil-por-apagon-69785472.html�
http://www1.voanews.com/spanish/news/latin-america/Paraguay-senala-Brasil-por-apagon-69785472.html�
http://www1.voanews.com/spanish/news/latin-america/Paraguay-senala-Brasil-por-apagon-69785472.html�
http://www.phillipmartin.info/clipart/homepage.htm�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0e/2009_Brazil_blackout.svg/2000px-2009_Brazil_blackout.svg.png�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0e/2009_Brazil_blackout.svg/2000px-2009_Brazil_blackout.svg.png�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/0/0e/2009_Brazil_blackout.svg/2000px-2009_Brazil_blackout.svg.png�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_Brazil_and_Paraguay_blackout�
http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Massive_power_failure_hits_Brazil�
http://en.wikinews.org/wiki/Massive_power_failure_hits_Brazil�

One player is
the dective.

The other
players have
to provide
alibis where
they were and
what they
were doing at
the time of the
crime.

The players
try to trick the
detective by
giving fasle
information
that does not
match the
etails fo the
blackout from
the article.

Example:
Player 1 says
“I couldn’t
have done the
crime. | was
having an
MRI exam at
the hospital.

The detective
says. That
can’t be right.
The hospital
did not have
any electricity
for routine
procedures. It
was all used
for emergency
life support
systems.

I WAS
AT THE BANK

| WASAT
THE GYM..

| WASAT SCHOOL
GETTING HELP
FROMM Y
TEACHER.

.
>

-

| WASIN MY
ROOM READING.

%
<

Roll the dice. Move
the number of
spaces indicated by
the dice. Try to
convince the
detective that you
are innocent of the
crime because you
were at the spot
given in the space
you land on.

Stene |

t.'\']-..‘

B e CR| [E 5
CRIME SCenE CRIME ‘_ cR} e scene))
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Alibi Information:
Where you were:
What time:

With Whom:
Why you were
there:

What time you got
back home.

-~

/

=

| WASTAKING A
WALK AT THE
BEACH.

~

AN

YWour Alisi Quit?
START

| WASON THE
PHONE WITH MY
FRIEND.

I WAS WORKING ON
THE COMPUTER

/
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