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The Treaty of Waitangi & Immigration in 1840

The Treaty is recognised as the first immigration
agreement between Maozi and Pakoha (European settiers).
The Treaty originaﬂy allowed settlers to emigrate
pcace[uﬂy to New Zealand under the British ﬂag.

“But then we must not forgef that the F’eafy is not just a
Bill of Rig[zts ][01' Maori. It is a Bifl o][ ng,lt'l‘s far Pakcha
too. It is the Treaty that gives Pikeha the r-ig']'tt to be here.
Without the Treaty, there would be no /CIIU_/:M] aufﬂzorﬁy fm‘
the Pakeha presance in this pait of the South Paciﬁc. "

— Chief ]uclge Hddie Durie.

The Treaty was impertant, ﬂrst]y, to control the thousands
of future emigrants lo Aoctearoa New anlancl, and
seconcuy, to protect the rights of Maori peoplc. The
benefits to both partics were clear—settlement rigllts for
Pakeha and the natuzal rights of the tangata whenua (tlzc
people of the land) would he rcspeci;ecl and affirmed.




